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RESIDENTS INVITED 
TO COMMENT ON  

MUNICIPAL          
COMPLEX 

  

USA Architects will  
hold an open house on         
September 14, 2005, 
from 5:00-8:00 p.m. at 
the Bridgewater Senior      
Citizens Center at 455 
Somerville Road. The  
purpose of the open 
house is to seek        
residents’ comments on 
several preliminary   
design concepts for the 
Bridgewater municipal 
complex. The final   
design of the complex 
will be determined once 
the cost estimates are    
completed and a formal 
presentation is made to 
the Mayor, Township 
Council and public.  
 

Please note this date and 
stop in to view the    
information and offer 
your suggestions.  

WE’RE ON THE WEB! 
WWW.BRIDGEWATERNJ.GOV   

(908) 725-6300 

 Other than the skyrocketing price of a 
gallon of gas, taxes are the number one 
pocketbook concern for the average 
household.  In Bridgewater Township the 
municipal (local government) taxes have 
remained a small percentage (under 12%) 
of the overall property tax for many 
years. But no matter how small that    
percentage may be, the property taxes 
that come out of our pockets are         
substantial and growing each year. 
 
What we need is a change in the way we 
collect revenue that supports necessary 
government services. If it were up to me 
I would slash the size of state             
government and instead of collecting 
taxes to send back to you in a ‘rebate’, 
just don’t collect them in the first place.  
If state government mandated certain  
actions from municipalities I would    
require that the funding be made      
available to support the program before it 
was enacted.  
 
The reality is that we, your local        
governing officials, are responsible for 
providing local services to all residents 
and in Bridgewater we do so by using 
less than 12% of your property tax bill.  
A home assessed at the Township       
average of $500,000 receives police   
protection, road repairs, maintenance and 
snow removal for over 211 miles of 
Township-owned streets, beautiful parks 
offering active and passive recreation, 
programs for seniors and youth, health 
and welfare services, planning and much 

more for about $82 a month. We must do 
all this under the increasing burden of 
federal and state regulatory mandates that      
increase costs on the local level but     
receive no source of revenue to support 
the expenditures.   
 
In town hall we continue to explore and 
implement the most cost effective       
delivery of services to our residents.   
Municipal government is the first to act 
when delivering those services important 
to residents. When the state government 
cuts 5% from its budget it means less 
pork to feed to already bloated projects 
and initiatives. When 5% is cut from   
local budgets it could mean one less    
police officer or the elimination of much 
utilized senior programs. The bottom line 
is that it is felt much more on the local 
level.  
 
We do and will continue to examine 
every item in the municipal budget and to 
look for ways to increase revenues the 
Township collects to support the budget.  
One initiative put into place this year was 
to hire an economic development officer 
whose role is to look for ways to increase 
the occupancy of the vacant office space 
in the Township. In the past year the tax 
burden shifted 5% towards the           
residential, away from the commercial 
properties. Increasing these ratables will 
give relief to the residents’ share of the 
budget and at the same time, will not add 
to the most costly portion of your  
 (continued on next page) 
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The Tax Corner  
Remember, tax and sewer payments are due: 

Assessment Reminder   
 

Bridgewater is now in its second year of a four-year           
reassessment program. In the coming weeks, some         
homeowners will receive an inspection notification. Please 
allow the representative to inspect your property. The reason 
for this inspection is to ensure that the information on file 
with the Township Assessor is correct. Be advised that this 
representative will be wearing Township labeled apparel, and 
will be carrying Township identification. Homeowners who 
have not yet had their property inspected are welcome to visit 
the Assessor’s office and obtain a copy of their property     
record card. This will allow the homeowner to confirm 
that the information used to determine their annual assessment 
is accurate. 
 

If you have any questions concerning the reassessment      
program, please call the Assessor’s office at                        
(908) 725-6300 x291. 
 

Other Tax News  
 

The New Jersey Tax Reimbursement/Freeze Program for  
senior & disabled citizens has been extended to October 17, 
2005. Applications may be obtained by calling the New     
Jersey Division of Taxation at (908) 704-3362. 
 

Property tax relief programs available: 
 

 1.  Senior/disabled citizens program 
 2.  Veterans program 
 

Applications are available in the Tax Collector's office. If you 
need additional information, please contact the Tax Collector 
at (908) 725-6300 ext. 305. 

Mayor’s Message (continued) property tax bill, the schools. I will work collectively with the Township 
Council, state legislators and residents to look for alternatives to our current property tax system and to reduce 
the burden on Township residents. A senior resident on a fixed income should not have to worry that rising 
property taxes will force them to sell the place they have called home all their lives. That is unacceptable and 
requires a fundamental change to correct.   
 

I have devoted this entire message to property taxes because I believe it is important for you, the residents, to 
know that I share your concern on how much of your money (and mine) is collected and that your hard earned 
dollars entrusted to us are prudently spent.  
 

Please browse this newsletter for items of interest and information about Township programs and events. 
Thank you. 

BOIL WATER  
ADVISORY  

GUIDELINES 
 

In the event of a boil water advisory due to a storm, 
water main break, or other water system disturbance, 
the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior 
Services recommends the following: 
 

• Do not consume tap water that has not been 
disinfected, ice or drinks made from tap water 
that has not been disinfected, or raw foods 
rinsed with tap water that has not been         
disinfected. 

• Disinfect water by boiling for 1 minute. 
• Filter water with a “reverse osmosis” filter. 
• Use safe, alternative sources of potable water. 
       These include bottled, treated or distilled water. 
• Sanitize dishes by washing in a dishwasher that                  
       has a dry cycle or a final rinse that exceeds 113 

degrees F for 20 minutes; 122 degrees F degrees 
for 5 minutes; or 162 degrees F for 1 minute. 

• Rinse hand-washed dishes for one minute in a 
dilute bleach solution  (1 tablespoon per gallon) 
and allow to air dry. 

• It is acceptable to wash clothes. 
• Provide pets with boiled water after it is cooled. 
 

Upon Removal of a Boil Water Advisory 
 

• Flush household water pipes. As a general  
guidance, run cold water faucets for three    
minutes each if they have not been used in the 
last 24 hours. 

• Flush home automatic ice makers. Make three 
batches of ice cubes and discard all three 
batches. 

• Drain and refill your hot water heater if set at a 
temperature below 113 degrees F. 

• Run water softeners through a regeneration  
cycle. 

 
For further information, please contact the     
Bridgewater Division of Health  at (908) 725-5750. 

HEALTH  
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ENGINEERING: NEW TRAFFIC SIGNAL COMING 
 

The Township Administration has been successful in 
getting a commitment to install a new traffic light at 
the intersection of Woodlawn Avenue and North 
Bridge Street. The design will  include crosswalks and 
dedicated left turn lanes on North Bridge Street in 
each direction, and on Woodlawn Avenue. Turns into 
and out of Lawton Road will be accommodated.  
Questions or concerns should be addressed to the 
Bridgewater Engineering Department at (908) 725-
6300 ext. 221.   

The Friends of the Bridgewater Library is a non-profit   
organization of individuals and families who want the very 
best library services possible. The Friends sponsor a variety 
of fundraising, educational and entertainment events for the 
benefit of the Bridgewater Library and local residents.  
Membership in Friends can fit into any schedule. Some  
members support the Friends simply by paying their annual 
membership dues, while others donate their time to work 
on various projects. Your level of involvement and the time 
you spend are entirely up to you. Membership dues to the 
Friends are as little as $10 per year for a single person and 
$15 per year for a family membership. Friends receive             
monthly information about special events and programs.  
Most of all, Friends enjoy the satisfaction of knowing that 
they are doing something positive to make their community 
a better place to live. The residents of Bridgewater value 
and appreciate the support of the Friends. For information 
on how to join Friends of the Bridgewater Library, please 
call June Adams at (908) 685-0338.   

JOIN THE FRIENDS OF THE  
BRIDGEWATER LIBRARY 

YOUTH DROP-IN CENTERS TO REOPEN 
 

The Adamsville School and Bradley Gardens School 
Youth Drop-In Centers will reopen on September 16. All 
Bridgewater-Raritan students grades 6 - 12 are invited to 
attend. Activities include basketball, kickball, knock 
hockey and board games. The Bradley Gardens Drop-In 
Center will soon be expanded to include activities at the 
Bridgewater YMCA indoor swimming pool. Pizza and 
soda are served to all children who attend.  
 

The Bradley Gardens drop-in center is open on Friday   
evenings from 5:30 - 8:00. The Adamsville drop-in center 
is open on Sunday afternoons from 2:30 - 5:00. Staffing is 
provided by the Bridgewater Recreation Department and 
Family and Community Services of Somerset County. 
There is no cost to attend. Funding for these drop-in      
centers is provided by state and county grants that promote 
drug and alcohol free activities for youth. 
 

If you have any questions, call Bill Veliky at (908)       
725-6300 ext. 235. 

 

HELP STOP AUTO THEFT  
 

A few common sense steps can help you reduce becoming a 
victim of auto theft: 
 

• Always lock your car. This includes closing the sunroof 
and all windows when parked, including in front of your 
own home. 

• Never leave your car running and unattended. For     
example, to run into a convenience store. 

• Never leave the keys in the car or ignition, even while 
parked in your own garage.  

• Do not leave anything on display in your own driveway 
or anywhere else. This includes a jacket on the back 
seat, loose change in the ashtray, a checkbook in the 
glove compartment or personal mail on or under the 
seat. Remember: thieves know all the usual hiding 
places. 

• Never leave car documents or spare keys inside the car. 
Hide them at home. Remove your valet key (if provided) 
from the glove-box. These are usually included with the 
owner’s manual in high-end or luxury cars.  

• Research the purchase of a professionally fitted car 
alarm. 

• When you are driving, keep doors locked and windows 
raised, especially in slow traffic. Keep bags and mobile 
phones out of view. A thief can lean in and steal items 
on your passenger seat in the time it takes for a red light 
to turn green. 

• If you use valet parking, leave just the ignition key with 
the attendant. Make sure no identifying information is     
attached to the key. Do the same when you take your car 
for repairs. 

• If you are out shopping, store your purchases and bags 
in the trunk if you cannot take them with you. 

• Copy your license plate and vehicle identification    
number (VIN) on a card and keep it on you with your 
driver's license. If your vehicle is stolen, police will need 
this information promptly. 

• Carry your driver’s license, registration and insurance 
card with you. Do not leave personal identification         
documents or credit cards in your vehicle 

          

E-NEWS IS COMING  
 

Bridgewater Township is beginning to collect email   
addresses of residents so that future issues of         
Bridgewater News and other news items placed on the      
Township Website may be emailed to you. If you want to 
automatically receive future copies of this newsletter and 
other relevant news items, please forward your name, 
a d d r e s s  a n d  e m a i l  a d d r e s s  t o :                
newsletter@bridgewaternj.gov. 

POLICE 
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RECREATION NEWS           Who has the most outrageous cast of ghoulish characters for                
Halloween? Bridgewater Recreation Department's Haunted Trail! This popular event will be held on 
Sunday, October 30, 2005 (rain date Monday, October 31).  Look for a detailed flyer to be available 
at the Recreation Department and around town at the beginning of October. 

PUBLIC WORKS NEWS     
 

All leaves for Township pickup must be placed in biodegradable bags and left at the curbside of your residence. No 
leaves are to be blown or deposited into the streets or drainage easements. The Township is providing leaf bags free of 
charge to all Bridgewater residents. Bags will be available for pickup beginning on October 11, 2005 at the Township 
Public Works facility, Monday-Friday from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., and at the bulky trash site (see below for dates, times, 
and location). Biodegradable bags may also be purchased at any home supply store.   
 
The bulky trash disposal program will be in operation from September 10-October 22. Every resident is entitled to 
two permits per year, one in the spring and one in the fall. The drop-off site is at Bridgewater Resources, Inc. (BRI) on 
Polhemus Lane off of East Main Street. To obtain a permit, visit the Public Works Building, located adjacent to the 
Animal Shelter and the Police Department, between the hours of 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.   
Homeowners will need to provide a valid drivers license or valid proof of residency when acquiring a permit. Permits 
will be issued from August 29-October 21. All residents will be assigned one Saturday, from September 10-            
October 22, when they can dispose of bulky waste. At the time of permit issuance, you will be assigned a date and 
provided with a list of items that are permitted. 
 
Residents who desire to dispose of yard waste, including branches, grass clippings, leaves, etc. may bring the items to 
the bulky waste site. A permit is not required for yard waste. Only a drivers license is required as proof of residency. 
The site is open every Saturday from 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., and Monday-Friday from 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. The site will 
be closed on  September 3 and 5, October 8 and 10, and November 8,11,12,24 and 25 due to holidays. The yard waste 
site will close for the winter on December 10, 2005, and remain closed until April 2006. For more information on any 
of these programs, please contact the Public Works Department at (908) 725-6300 ext. 309. 

FREE RABIES CLINIC The Division of Health plans to hold a rabies vaccination clinic this fall for dogs and cats.  
The program is tentatively scheduled for early November 2005. Further information on the 
clinic will be posted on the Township website when available. A notice will also be       
distributed through the local news media. For further information on rabies, or to request a 
vaccination schedule for area clinics, please contact the Division of Health at               
(908) 725-5750. 


